October 11, 2017

MAQ and other partners in their work to pro-
vide health care services to rural populations
through telemedicine.

The services that MAO provides have grown
to include a licensed professional counselor,
mental health counselling and assessments,
including for substance abuse and addiction,
social services, and maternal and infant serv-
ices. MAO collaborates with three area sub-
stance abuse treatment centers to provide
prevention education to recovering addicts.
MAO also houses the Alabama AIDS Edu-
cation and Training Center (AETC), a con-
tinuing education program serving healthcare
providers and professionals statewide.

The board, staff, and community partners
with MAO work every day to fulfill their vision,
which is to eradicate HIV/AIDS and other dis-
eases that impact our most vulnerable neigh-
bors. The progress this organization has made
in 30 years demonstrates what can be accom-
plished when dedicated and committed individ-
uals work together for substantive change. |
am proud to be the Member of Congress that
represents MAO. The reality is that all individ-
uals living with HIV/AIDS and related illnesses
deserve to live a healthy life filled with dignity
and respect. Thanks to MAO, countless lives
have been touched and saved by their work.
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Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Keith Swerdfeger of Pueblo, Colo-
rado, who has been honored with the Lifetime
Business Achievement Award from the Colo-
rado State University—Pueblo.

Keith Swerdfeger was born and raised in
Pueblo, Colorado, and has had a lifelong pas-
sion to start a business and make a contribu-
tion to his hometown. In 1968, Keith realized
his dream of becoming a business owner,
opening Swerdfeger Construction, Inc. with his
wife Sharon. This was the beginning of a very
successful business venture. Today,
Swerdfeger Construction, Inc. is a vital part of
Pueblo’s economy as well as in Southern Col-
orado and six other states, employing 500
people. Keith readily gives all of the credit to
his employees for his company’s success,
while continuing to strive to create more jobs
and opportunities.

Keith is passionate about investing in the
Pueblo community and firmly believes that
part of his company’s success has come as
the result of the work he, his family and em-
ployees have done to give back. Keith has
been very active with the Pueblo Economic
Development Corporation, Pueblo County
United Way, the Colorado Contractors, the
Distribution Contractor Association, the Great-
er Pueblo Chamber of Commerce and other
civic and industry associations. Keith rep-
resented Colorado House of Representatives
District 47 from 2011 to 2013 where he served
on the Economic and Business Development
Committee, the Finance Committee and the
Local Government Committee. He was a
strong advocate for his District and the com-
munity of Pueblo—and worked diligently to
bring jobs and economic opportunities to the
people of southern Colorado.
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Mr. Speaker, Keith Swerdfeger has been a
long-time business leader and tireless civic
volunteer for his hometown of Pueblo, Colo-
rado. I'm fortunate to consider him a dear
friend. When we tell younger generations of
Puebloans that the keys to a successful life
are dedication and a strong work ethic, we
can point to Keith as an example. Pueblo is
grateful to have Keith Swerdfeger as one of its
sons.

———

HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR,
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2018

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Soto amendment,
Soto number 11 to Division H, the Department
of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2018, increased funding to
the Housing for the Elderly Program by
$2,500,000. It did so by shifting $2,500,000
from the Policy Development and Research,
Research and Technology account within
HUD.

| support increased funding for the Housing
for the Elderly Program and thank Chairman
DIAZ-BALART and my colleagues for their sup-
port of my amendment.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF THE ALA-
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the
Alabama Outstanding Young Farm Family for
2017, the Lovvorn Family.

The Lovvorn’s, Eric, Carrly, Chole (2) and
Landon (3 months), live in near Ranburne,
Alabama, and have a four-house poultry farm
and cattle. They also grow hay and are co-
owners of LHT Trucking, a poultry house
clean-out business.

Eric grew up around poultry farming and by
the age of 12 had decided chicken houses
wouldn’t be in his future. That changed when
he bought his first poultry farm in Cleburne
County at the age of 20. Eric and Carrly met
in 2008 at a University of Georgia football
game and were married in 2011. Carrly works
at Georgia Power Company.

The Lovvorns love farming and want their
children to know how important farming is.
Eric serves as the Cleburne County Young
Farmers chairman and participated in the Agri-
cultural Leaders for Alabama program.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the Alabama Outstanding Young Farm Family
for 2017: Eric, Carrly, Chole and Landon
Lovvorn.
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Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 558, and YEA on Roll Call No. 559.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Trinity United Church of Christ,
Tamaqua which is celebrating its 150th anni-
versary this year. For a century and a half,
Trinity has served as a place of worship and
community for the residents of Tamaqua, from
the early German settlers of the region to
modern congregants from diverse back-
grounds.

In 1835, Trinity’s parent church, St. John’s
Evangelical Lutheran and Reformed Church,
was founded by the German population of
Tamaqua. In 1867, twelve men and their fami-
lies left the congregation of St. John’s to form
Trinity Church under the guidance of Rev-
erend Levi K. Derr. One of the original twelve,
Daniel Shepp donated land to build the church
at the comer of Lafayette and Washington
Streets. In September 1868, Reverend I.E.
Graeff became the first full-time pastor, serv-
ing until March 1873.

In 1961, the present church was dedicated
and, over the following decades, improve-
ments were made to the building and grounds.
The church’s distinctive exterior is marked by
the Trinity chime, a landmark in Tamaqua. Ad-
ditionally, Trinity is unique in that it is one of
the very few churches that have its own hymn.
In 1942, Rev. Dr. Henry A. W. Shaeffer wrote
the words, and Mrs. Gertrude Wagner wrote
the music to the signature piece.

Today, Trinity, under the leadership of Pas-
tor Darry Kensinger, celebrates a diverse, vi-
brant congregation dedicated to serving
Tamaqua and the surrounding community in
the tradition of the United Church of Christ,
known for being open minded, inclusive, and
welcoming.

———
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Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for
votes Tuesday, October 10, 2017. Had | been
present, | would have voted “Yea” on roll call
votes 558 and 559.
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